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MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Michigan State Board of Education complies with all Federal laws and regulations 
prohibiting discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department 
of Education. It is the policy of the Michigan State Board of Education that no person on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or handicap 
shall be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which it is responsible 
or for which it receives financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.

The sample items included in this set can be used by students and teachers to 
become familiar with the kinds of items students will encounter on the paper/pencil 
summative assessments. The sample items demonstrate the rigor of Michigan’s 
academic content standards. They are not to be interpreted as indicative of the 
focus of the M-STEP assessments; they are simply a collection of item samples. 
Every standard is not included in this sample set.
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PART X
DIRECTIONS:

In this part, you will answer multiple-choice social studies questions. Some questions will ask you 
to read a passage, map, or other social studies-related information. Use that information with what 
you know to answer the question. 

You must mark all of your answers in your Answer Document with a No. 2 pencil. You may 
underline, circle, or write in this test booklet to help you, but nothing marked in this test booklet 
will be scored. 

Mark only one answer for each question. Completely fill in the corresponding circle on your Answer 
Document. If you erase an answer, be sure to erase completely. Remember that if you skip a 
question in the test booklet, you need to skip the answer space for that question on the Answer 
Document. If you are not sure of an answer, mark your best choice. 

A sample question is provided for you below.

Sample Multiple-Choice Question:

	� Which economic activity is most important in Florida today?

	 A	 logging

	 B	 trapping

	 C	 growing potatoes and apples

	 D	 growing grapefruits and oranges

For this sample question, the correct answer is D. Circle D is filled in for the sample question on 
your Answer Document.

Once you have reached the word STOP in your test booklet, do NOT go on to the next page. If you 
finish early, you may go back and check your work. Check to make sure that you have answered 
every question. Do NOT look at any other part of the test.
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�What trend is shown in the bar graph?

A	 The percent of rural populationl stayed the same.

B	 The percent of rural population changed slightly.

C	 The percent of rural population has decreased since 1940.

D	 The percent of rural population has increased since 1950. 
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18	� Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.
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Percent of Total Population That is Rural
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23 Many years ago, glaciers covered Michigan’s surface and much of the Northern United States.  
Glacial movement was key in establishing Michigan’s shape and geographic features. Glacial 
movement also laid the sediments which created rock formations and many of Michigan’s 
bodies of water. In addition, fertile soil was moved into Lower Michigan. This would prove to 
be important for future inhabitants.

Glacial Drift
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An American Revolution Timeline
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Battle of  
Lexington

and Concord
April 19, 1775

Siege of  
Yorktown/Battle  

of Yorktown
October 19, 1781

Battles of  
Saratoga 

September 19 and 
October 7, 1777

Signing of the 
Declaration of 
Independence 

July 4, 1776

Second 
Continental
Congress

May 10, 1775

27 Use the timeline and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.
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Ontario

Minnesota

Wisconsin

Michigan New York

Pennsylvania
OhioIndianaIllinois

Quebec

35 Use the map and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.
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35

I would like to be known as a 
person who is concerned about 
freedom and equality and justice 
and prosperity for all people. 

		   — Rosa Parks

38 Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.
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�Which describes the change in the average water level?

A	 The decrease in water level was greatest from 1950 to 1975.

B	 The increase in water level was greatest from 1975 to 2000.

C	 The water level decreased thirty feet from 1900 to 2000.

D	 The water level increased ten feet from 1950 to 1975. 

39	� Use the information and your knowledge of social studies to answer the question.

Social Studies – Grade 5
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Directions:  Read the information below and use it with what you know to answer 
questions 36 through 41. 
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Year

Average Change in Blue Lake  
Water Levels, 1880–2000
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Item 
Number

Correct 
Answer

Standard/ 
Benchmark Description

1 B 4 - C1.0.1 Purpose of Government: Relationship of the U.S. to 
other nations

2 B 4 - C2.0.2 Values and Principle of American Democracy: Specific 
Constitutional rights in identifiable situations

3 D 4 - C1.0.1 Purposes of Government: What governments do 

4 A 3 - G4.0.1 Human Systems: Michigan and economic activity 

5 A 4 - G2.0.2 Places and Regions: Human and physical characteristics 
of Michigan

6 D 4 - C5.0.4 Roles of Citizenship: Promoting the values and 
principles of American democracy  

7 B 5 - U3.3.4 Constitutional Issues and Compromise

8 C 4 - E3.0.1 International Economy: Global Competition and national 
effects

9 A 4 - E1.0.2 Economics: Market Economy

10 A 4 - E1.0.1 Economics: Market Economy

11 C 4 - E1.0.6 Economics: Market Economy

12 A 4 - E1.0.1 Market Economy: Government role in the economy

13 A 3 - H3.0.6 History of Michigan: American Indians and First 
European Explorers

14 D 4 - G4.0.1 Human Systems: Geographic migration

15 B 5 - U3.1.7 Causes of the American Revolution: House of Burgesses

16 C 5 - U3.3.3 Revolution and New Nation: New Government and New 
Constitution

17 C 5 - U3.1.6 Causes of the American Revolution: Identifying roles of 
key revolutionary leaders

18 C 4 - P3.1.2 Identifying and Analyzing Public Issues: Analyzing 
graphic data 

19 A 4 - C3.0.6 Governmental Power: Elections

20 C 4 - C5.0.1 Roles of the Citizen in American Democracy: Voting 
process  
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21 B 4 - C3.0.2 Structures and Functions of Government: Federal and 
state powers

22 C 4 - C3.0.4 Structures and Functions of Government: Separation of 
powers

23 D 3 - G1.0.1 The World in Spatial Terms: Physical characteristics

24 A 5 - U2.3.2 Life in Colonial America - Comparing colonial Life

25 D 3 - E3.0.1 International Economy: International production and 
local effects

26 D 5 - U2.1.1 Colonization and Settlement: Europe and Controlling 
North America

27 B 5 - U3.2.2 Revolution and New Nation: Revolution and 
Consequences

28 B 4 - H3.0.1 History: History of Michigan

29 D 3 - E1.0.1 Market Economy: Production and Consumption

30 C 3 - E1.0.4 Market Economy: Entrepreneurs and production

31 C 3 - E1.0.1 Market Economy: Production and Consumption

32 A 4 - E1.0.1 Market Economy: Government role in the economy

33 B 4 - E1.0.6 Economics: Market Economy

34 B 3 - H3.0.5 History of Michigan: American Indians and modification 
of environment

35 A 4 - G1.0.4 The World in Spatial Terms: Pictures and geographic 
questions

36 A 5 - U3.1.2 Causes of the American Revolution: Events from the 
Revolution Era

37 B 4 - H3.0.3 History of Michigan: Migration and urban growth

38 A 5 - P3.1.2 Identifying and Analyzing Public Issues: Contemporary 
Public Issues

39 C 4 - G1.0.5 Geography: The World in Spatial Terms

40 B 4 - C2.0.2 Values and Principles of American Democracy: Public 
situations and Constitutional rights
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